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Westland is reducing costs
and staying green s nine
_new 2010 Ford Crown Victoria
police patrol cars are outfit-
.ted to be put into service
within the next three weeks.
“In an effort to-reduce
costs and stay green, the city
of Westtand will be recycling
old equipment from the
department's retired vehi-

cles,” Mayor William Wild said.
"This is a perfect example of -

how our cifyis working fo be
economically efficient while
providing the highest quality
services fo our citizens.”

By reutilizing equipment,
stich as in-car computers,
video systems and police
radios from retired vehicles,
the city will be saving more
than $22,000.

This also will be the fast
change out on Ford Crown
Victorias. Ford Motor Co. is
discontinuing production of
the vehicle. Westland wilf be
researching-and looking for
new op‘uons for patrol cars.

nenafiis fire safety
October is National ?n’e
Prevention Month, a good
time for Westland residents .
.. to check their smoke detec-

tors and replace the batter- -

jes, if that hasn't been done
this year.

For those who have a
hard time remembering, fire
officials recommend writ-
ing the month and vear on
a small piece of paper and
taping it to the battery. That
simple act helps ensure that

next year when they open up-

- those detectors or when the
fire department conducts a
home inspection, everyone -
will know if the batteries
need to be replaced.

According to the National
Fire Protection Association,
approximately 33 percent of
the homes in America are
not adequately protected
with smoke detectors, and
the death rates in homes are
45 percent lower when one
working smoke detector is
present.

in an effort {o ensure

every home in Westland has

working smoke detectors,
the city has partnered with

Toarmina's Pizza for the first

ever "Pizza and Prevention

Month,” a win-win.fund-raiser

for everyone to help the fire
department purchase fife- .
saving smoke detectors for
those who don't have them.
Toarming's is discounting
_its giant 24-inch pepperoni
pizza from $20.99 t0 $15.99
with a coupon that can be
purchased from the fire
department now through

QOct. 23. Buy as many coupons

as you fike. They're valid
through October 2011

One hundred percent of
the profits goes directly to
the fire department to help

get a smoke detector in every

home in Westland. The city's
goal is 3,000 pizzas, so con-.

{act Fire Capt. John Adams at

jadams@cityofwestiand.com:
. to help reach the goal for life
safety.

Steven and Deborah Thomas decided to answer call to mlmstry and give up careers in the pnvate sector to
form Forever Blessed, a nondenommational Christian ministry.

Forever Blessed

Couple trades jobs to do God's work

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

- Until they heard the call to ministry, Steven
Thomas had a career in accounting and his
wife, Deborah, was going to teach school after
retiring as a research analyst. -

The Westland couple, both tramed as min-
isters at the Word of Faith Bible Center in
Southfield, have formed Forever Blessed, a non-
denominational Christian ministry.

“We have a children’s ministry with puppets.”

As part of his ministry, Steven Thomas plays
the saxophone at events such as the Nov. 12
Westland State of City address. :

“He plays gospel and patriotic music, not
jazz or pop music. That’s what we were domg at

the Farmers Market,” said Deborah Thomas.

results.”

“We do ministry outside of achirch — inthe  istry.

public square. We go to the Farmers Market in
Canton, to nursing homes,” said Steven Thomas.

“People came up to us. We had very phenomenal

Married since 2002, the couple met at church
but had separately felt the pull toward the min-

Piease see BLESSED, A3

.. BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A suspect wanted in con-
nection with several cash
advance store robberies

in area communities is

also wanted for robbing a
Westland Check ‘n Go store
on Oct. 6.

“Based on the descrip- .

Westland police Lt. Michael

Matich. “He’ll continue doing

this until he is caught.”
The Westland robbery
occurred about 1:30 p.m. on

Oct. 6 at the Check ‘n Go store

located on Michigan Avenue
near Merriman. The suspect
“entered the business and "
handed a note to the teller
demanding money.

Suspect sought in string of
Check ‘n Go holdups

implied,” said Matich, adding
the suspect fled with more
than $1,000 cash obtained

“from the teller.

The suspect was described at
a white male in his 20s, 5 foot 6
and weighirng 150 pounds.

The same suspect is being
sought for two robberies
within six days at the Garden

eeting sends
ut $-0-S on
school funding

BY SUE MASON |
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The message Tom White
and Mary DeYoung-Smith
delivered to a group of

- school officials and parents

Thursday evening is a famil-
iar one for Livonia Public
Schools Superintendent
Randy Liepa. He only has'to
look at the district’s bottom
line to see that school fund-
ing is, indeed, going down a
slippery slope..

“Public education is facing
a multibillion dollar deficit’
down the road,” he said.
“It’s alarming for us because
we've never seen a time like

' thlS when fundmg looked so -
‘bleak.” -

The steep step down a slip-
pery slope was the theme of

* apresentation by White, the

chair of Save Our Students,
Schools and State, and
DeYoung-Smith, president
of the Michigan PTSA. The
program was hosted by the
‘Wayne-Westland Community
Schools in cooperation with
the Livonia Public Schools
and the Wayne County *
Regional Educational
Services Agency. The 1)- |
hour program focused on the
problems facing K-12 edu-

Please see $=0-8, A4

Capital firm helps city in

~ BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Early steps to allow
Westland to seek some equity
from Thomas Taylor Towers
are moving ahead.

The council has approved

_ professional services with

St. James Capital, which has
assisted Taylor Towers with
financing in the past. -

The mortgage on the build-
ing was paid off in-2008. City
officials want to use equity
in the 266-unit senior citizen
housing to provide some cash
for upgrades that might be
needed at the building and
for other city projects, most
likely some capital improve-
ments.

Taylor Towers is owned and

operated by the not-for-profit -

Elderly Housing Commission
and managed by the Elderly

Housing Services Corp., both
of which have the same board

of directors, chaired by City

Clerk Eileen DeHart Schoof.

Responding to a question,
Schoof said that a refinanc-
ing would have no impact on
current or future residents
of the building. Many of

refinacing of Taylor Towers

the Taylor Towers residents

. receive rent subsidies and

the building was origi-

nally financed with a federal
Department of Housing and
Urban Development mort-
gage. '

Several options for generat-
ing more than a conservative-
ly estimated $5 million will
be investigated, including
HUD refinancing and low-
income housing tax credits.

The annual income from
rents paid at Taylor Towers is
about $308,000 and would

" be used to repay the loan.
~“The EHSC management fee
" had built up to the $1 mil-

lion which was transferred
fast year to the general fund,
leaving another $1 million in
reserve for the towers.

The initial costs of
$30,000 — a $5,000 good
faith deposit, $3,000 for a

- physical capital needs assess-

ment, $15,000 for an envi-
ronmental report and $7,000

- for an appraisal report — will
. be paid from the Taylor

Towers escrow account.

Irogers@homefownlife com
(313) 222-5428
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Mayor goes back to

school for State of City

Westland Mayor William
Wild’s 2010 State of the City
speech will be old school, at
least when it commes to location.

Wild will be returningto his
alma mater, Westland John .
Glenn High School, to present
the annual update on the city at
7 pam. Friday, Nov. 12. Everyone
is invited to attend the program,
which is being held in the audi~
torium, located in the northeast
corner of the school at 36105
Marquette.

Wild will discuss the city’s
finances and steps the city
has taken to find new ways to
deliver services, jump-start

- economic development and
reorganize the city’s operations
to fit how residents live today.
He also will give an update on
the Central City Park project,
including a video that will give
residents their first peak at what
the finished project could look
like, kick off the new Shop &

Dine Westland 2010 marketing -

campaign, discuss the progress
of the rehabilitation and demoli-

. tion of blighted properties in the

Norwayne subdivision and the

recent energy upgrades of some

of the city’s oldest buildings.
Other topics to be discussed

will include a snapshot of the
city’s award-winning curbside

\recychng program and the may-

or’s vision to create a healthy
livable city to encourage long-
term residency and attract new

residents, innovative businesses

and creative entrepreneurs.

“As 21986 John Glenn gradu-
ate, I am honored to have the
opportunity to give the status
of our All American City ata
place where I gained much of
the knowledge that I use every
day,” Wild said. “The 2008 State
of the City was also held at John
Glenn High School and itisa
pleasure to return to this great
venue to inform the residents of
the great things happening in
Westland.”

The doors open até p.m. and
there will be limited seating in
the auditorium. Following the
address, guests are invited to
attend a reception in the school’s
media center.

For those unable to attend the
event, it can been seen begin-
ning Monday, Nov. 15, on the
city’s website at www.cityof-
westland.com or on the city’s
government access charnel;
WLND, Channel 12 on Comcast
or Channel 10 on WOW.

online at hometownlife.com

A Grand event

Dmgnosns puts her on mission to fund lung cancer research

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

"Two years ago, Mary Jo Grand was hit

_hard with the diagnosis of stage four lung
* cancer. She suddenly went from work-

ing on fund-raising for the University
of Michigan Cancer Center to bemg a
patient there.

Knowing that it is stage four that kills
— “It never goes into remission” — Grand
decided to focus her efforts on surviving
and on helping fund research in treatment
of the cancer, which is woefully under-
funded.

“A year ago, it would have been hard to
talk about lung cancér being the number
one cancer killer,” the Garden City resi-
dent said. “More women die of lung cancer
than breast cancer, more men die of lung
cancer than prostate cancer. It’s the dead-
liest form of cancer and the least funded

“for research.”

Grand is hoping to change that with her
annual MJ Grand Breathe Easy 5K Walk
and Dine for Lung Cancer Research that
takes place Sunday, Oct. 24, in Dearborn.
Last year, with just five weeks of plan-
ning, she was able to raise $17,000 for
the University of Michigan Lung Cancer
Research Program. This year, she has set
her sights on breaking $20,000.

She’s confident of doing that, espe-
cially with $9,000 in donations already
turned in and the support of sponsors like

. Merchant’s Fine Wine, Kroger Heartland -

Market, Starbucks, TPC-Dearborn,
Dearborn Inn, Thrifty Flowers, Banners
Nationwide, Tom Grand Painting Co. and
The Inn at St. John’s Golf and Conference
Center, to name a few.

Of course, it also helps having a popular
Detroit sports figure like Chris Chelios
lend a hand. Grand’s daughter April has
worked at his Dearborn Cheli’s Chili Bar
“since the walls went up” and when the
former Detroit Red Wings star heard of

- her diagnosis and her plan to fund~ralse,

he offered to help.

-“ Chris has not only lent his name, he’s
offered his business and his staff,” Grand
said. “He’s opening his business and hav-
ing his staff here at 6 a.m. to help set up
for registration, He’s hired a DJ and a
face painter and has given us items like a
signed j jersey and gift baskets for a silent
auction.”

Mary Jo Grand sits in the dining room of Cheli's

Chili-Bar in Dearborn which will be at the hub of

‘her Sunday, Oct. 23, Breathe Easy Walk and Dine
to Fund Lung Cancer Research.

Registration will be at 10 a.m. at the
restaurant at Michigan Avenue and
Oakwood Boulevard. There will be a brief
program at 11 a.m., with the walk along
the Rouge River Gateway Trail starting
at 11:15 a.m. The silent auction will be set
up in the Players Room from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Chelios also is donating 10 percent of
food sales between noon and 4 p.n.

“It’s a good event,” manager Poppy
Coffee said. “Last year, we didn’t bring in

. extra staff; we are this year. Last year it

was busy, even after 4 p.m. It was a lot of
fun.”

The silent auction will mclude a four~
some on the University of Michigan Gold
Course, a Rich Rodriguez signed football,

two tickets and sideline passes to the
Michigan-Wisconsin football game, a
Lloyd Carr-autographed football and an
overnight stay for two and breakfast at the
Dearborn Inn.
People can sign up for the walk or

- donate money online at www.breathee-
asy.kintera.org, which is linked to the
directly to the U-M Cancer Research
Fund. There’s a $20 registration fee, and
children 12 and under are free and do not
need to register for the walk. People alse
can register the day of the event. The top
three walkers and top fund-raising team
will get prizes.

“If people are unable to join us for the
walk, they come and dine and enjoy the
fun,” Grand said. “Last year we had 200
walkers and 600 showed up to eat.”

Grand, who has undergone 12 rounds of
experimental chemotherapy and receives
an infusion of the cancer drug Avastin
every other week, decided to make lem-
onade out of the lemons she was handed
with her diagnosis. Yes, she admits she -
was once smoked, but her family is pre-
disposed to the disease. It is that smoking -
stigma that has pushed advances in lung
cancer treatment back decades, she said.-

“Most people I meet at the cancer
center aren’t smokers. There are a lot of
lung cancer patients out there who are
non-smokers and a lot are non-smokers in
their 20s,” she said. “After I realized how
underfunded it was, I decided to put my
energy into fund-raising. I put on a posi-
tive face. I'm a really intelligent woman
living life when cancer jumped in and
here I am doing fine two years later.”

Grand understands the odds aren’t
in her favor. Her doctor, Dr. Gregory
Kalemkarian, told her the statistics aren’t
good. Forty-five percent of stage four lung
cancer patients survive six months, 25
percent one year.

“I asked him if he knew anyone who had
survived this and he said one. I told him
meet number two,” Grand said. “I scanned
the Internet nationally to find stage four
survivors and found five after 10 years.
That’s now my core group.”

For more information about the Breathe
Easy Walk and Dine, call Mary Jo Grand
at (734) 620-5694 or send her an e—maﬂ at
mijgrand@wowway.com.

-smason@hometowntife.com | (313) 222-675t
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‘Westland man injured in pedestrian accident

BY LEANNE ROGERS “Alcohol and drugs don’t appear to be, critical condition midday Friday.

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER factor in the accident. Witnesses said he . The investigation into the accident is
: : was walking casually and didn’t appear continuing, The man was wearing dark
A Westland ‘man is hospitalized in criti-  to notice the traffic,” said Westland police  clothing and it was dark outside as he
cal condition after being struck by a car Sgt. Patrick Corby. “We don’t know where  walked in the roadway, giving the driver
on Warren Road early Friday morning. . he was going.” ‘ no chance to stop, Ccrby said.
The 17-year-old was walking north Suffering from head injuries, a broken The driver wasn't injured in the acci-
across Warren near Yale when he was lower right leg and abrasions, Corbysaid  dent.
- struck by a 2001 Chevrolet Impala driven  the victim was airlifted to the University ~
westbound by a Westland woman, 45. of Michigan Hospital where he was in irogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428
BlESSED Morehouse College in Atlanta  word of mouth. " “I'don’t know what tomor-
FROM PAGE Al and returned to work in his “It’s exciting doing the work  row holds but I knowwho
father’s accounting business.  of the Lord. It’s about win- holds tomorrow. You won't
“Before we got married, I ning souls to Christ,” said know the next step until you
“I was called to the min- found myself drawn to the Deborah Thomas. “They may  take the first step,” Steven
istry in February 1999. I ministry. My oldest brother ~ never heard him play but they  Thomas said. “It’s exciting.
feltled to leave my joband - took over the business,” he saw his background. I never You never know who will be
£0 to school in Oklahoma said. “In 2002, I sensed the saw myself going for this but  on the phone when it rings.”
A security camera capture this photograph of a man wantad in connection but it wasn't the time,” said calling, so we went to Bible it’s what God desired.” “We left our jobs and never
" with a series of robberies af Check and Go stores in Westland, Garden City, - Deborah Thomas, who ~ school and graduated four The couple, who spent looked back. We've gone
Inkster and Dearborn. ) K worked 23 years as research months later” = much of 2009 in Texas work-  through some challenges
e analyst for the U.S. Marshals While he still works some ing at a church, hope tobe but we've been blessed ever
« - Service. ' in accounting, Steven Thomas pastors at a church at some since,” said Deborah Thomas.
the man handed her thenote, Originally from Inkster, gets booked for musical per-  point but at this time are v
¥ she asked if he was serious. Steven Thomas attended formances largely through excited about their prospects.  Irogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428
) That's when he placed his hand o ; , .
FROM PAGE Al bebind his back as if reaching
for a gun, she said.

Check ‘n Go store on Middlebelt  There also was an attempted
just south of Ford. At least six holdup, alsoon Oct. 5, at the
Check ‘n Go locations have been  Check 'n Go store at Cherry Hill
robbed or had an attempted and Inkster Road in Inkster.
robbery in recent weeks in That employee also recognized

Westland, Garden City, Inkster the suspect from a previous rob- QOODS FLORAL SUPPLIES « SILK FLOWERS » WEARABLE ART « CRAFTS FRAMES » CUSTOM FRAMING "HRISTMAS SHOPPE ¢ NEEDLE'ART
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cation and the state, the steps that
need to be taken to correct them and
what concerned individuals can do to
get the message to lawmakers to do
something about it now.

NEED TO ACT NOW
" “We need to act now to protect

. the future and leave our children
with a better future,” said White,
SOS task force chairman. “Our -
children only get one chance at a
quality education. We can’t fur-
lough seventh grade, we can’t tell

. them they can’t have seventh grade
because we don’t have the money.”

“Things don’t happen quickly,”

said DeYoung-Smith. “Your kids; -

your community need you to keep
up the fight. Economic recovery is
dependent on education. We can’t
have one without the other.”

According to White, the issue is
the state’s poor economy, and while
the legislature didn’t.cause it, it
has done nothing to fix it. It has
failed to address the core issues
while using $6 billion in one-time
fixes to fill the funding gaps.

“Since the 1990s, lawmakers
have cut taxes 75 times, taking
some $450 million away from
the schools,” said White. “We've
had job losses, taxes are down in
Lansing and they can’t agree on a
solution, They just push the prob-
lem down to the local level. Since
2000, they have failed to come to
grips with the structural flaws.”

Michigan currently ranks 22nd
in the country in its per pupil
funding and is below the national
average. In 2008-09, the state took
$932 million from the school aid
fund and replaced with federal
money, and last year, cut the per
pupil amount by $165. For some
schools receiving 20J money, loss
was more hke $500-$600, White
said.

Districts recelved an $11 increase
in the per pupil payments this year,
and it looked like the Education
Jobs Bill hammered out by law-
makers would have restored the
remaining $154. However, Gov.
Jennifer Granholm vetoed the bill,
saying that it doesn’t comply with
the federal guidelines.

online at hometownlife.com

FILE PHOTO

According to Tom White, chair of Save Our Students, Schools and State, without restructuring, public education will have to be re-calibrated
to match revenue. “What does re- cahbratmg mean? Cuts in programs, he said in a meeting at Wavne Memorial High School's Stockmeyer

Auditorium Thursday evening.

NOT A HIGH TAX STATE .

White told the audience of about -
200 people that Michigan isn’t a high
tax state. In fact, it ranks 27th in the
nation for the portion of income spent
by taxpayers for state and local taxes,
according to the Tax Foundation. It
also ranks 17th in the country for its
business tax climate.

Expanding the sales tax base will
result in revenue that more closely
tracks the state’s economic growth.

Jt would mirror the shift to a service

economy. Currently, no tax is paid
on such things as rounds of golf and
theater, concert and sports tickets,
which, if taxed, would cost and aver-
age of $30-$40 per person per year.
“This is where the growth in the
economy is. Without restructuring,
public education will have to be recal-

ibrated to match revenue,” White said.

“What does recalibrating mean? Cuts
in programs.”

He also said that stoppinga
planried reduction in the state income
tax from 4.35 per cent to 3.9 percent
by 2015 would save the state $150

i

million per year. A progressive income
tax where those who make $100,000
or more would pay more tax also
would generate another $500 million
a year.

“K-12 and the state general funds
are facing a $2 billion hole for 2010-
2011,” said White. “The dam is about

- to break for us. We don’t have alot of

options,”

“The message is so simple that a
third-grader can get it, but Lansing
doesn’t get it,” White said, referring

- to the “School Funding from a Third-

Grader” videos now being shown on
the SOS websxte, www.sosmichigan.
org.

Both White and DeYoung-Smith
stressed that there are sacrifices that
need to be made: Either cut the K-12
program or restructure funding, With
Proposal A now 15 years old, the belief
is that now is the time to revamp it.

“People are getting tired of Lansing

bemg unresponsive, but that’s how

they play the game,” White said. “We
need to create a new funding formmula
that links taxes to the new economy.”

'WE TAKE CARE
OF YOUR MONEY.

f

150%

FLAGSTAR S.M.A.RT.
SAVINGS ACCOUNT"

Call 1 §§

Ballroom

AND

WE TAKE CARE
'OF YOU.

J.D. Power and Associates
has ranked us:

“Highest Customer
Satisfaction with Retail
Banking in the North
Central Region™

mints

DeYoung-Smith urge people to get
to know their candidates for state
offices and ask the hard questions: Is
public education adequately funded?

" What they plan to do to improve
funding? Do they believe school dis~
tricts should get back to the 2008-09
funding level?

“Be clear about what you want for
education and how you want it done,”
she said. “Make it personal. If they're
going to cut education, make them
come and see what their cutting.
There’s only so much schools can take.
Let your legislators know what your
students have lost.”

Lawmakers have looked at different
ways of generating taxes but in many
instances caved in to criticism. One
of those areas was increasing the beer
and wine tax and when a question
about it was raised during the meet-
ing, former state representative John
Stewart of Plymouth provided the
answer.

“I was graduating from high school

when they touched the beer and wine

tax in 1967 and it was to reduce it,” he

v Tor your Free

o

2 dance lesson

.‘ ~ Swing ~Hustle ~ Salsa
Y m@; YT
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1918 Whittaker Road
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*Flagstar Bank received the highest numerical score among retail banks in the North Central region in the proprietary 1.D. Power and Associates
2010 Retail Banking Satisfaction Study™: Study based on 47,673 total responses measuring 19 providers in the North Central region (IN, KY, MI,
OH, WV) and measures opinions of consumers with their primary banking provider. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and
perceptions of consumers surveyed in January 2010, Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. **Not available for businesses or public
units. 1.50% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 10/13/2010 and is guaranteed for four months after account opening. Available only
on new Smart Savings accounts opened in conjunction with this offer. Punds may not currently be on deposit with Flagstar Bank. Customer must
maintain a primary checking relationship at Flagstar Bank. Conditions and restrictions apply. TCustomer must open and maintain a new primary
checking relationship at Flagstar Bank with a $50 minimum balance to receive the $100 bonus. $100 bonus will be depesited into the account
within 30 days of meeting primary checking relationship requirements, Flagstar will issue a, 1099 for the $100 bonus. Conditions and restrictions
apply. Offer subject to change or cancellation at any time without notice. Industry leading rates based on bankrate.com, dated 10/13/2010.
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cepavilion.com

Group & individualized private lessons avallab!e wnth
open soczai dance parnes Fndays & themed parties Saturdays

S0 AND THE SOLUTION

According to Save Our Students,
Schools and State, over past five years
.(2005-10), the state’s general fund has
declined from $8.8 billion to $7.8 bilfion.
Over the last eight years (2002-10), state
spending for Corrections has risen 17.6
percent, Community Health has risen
“16:3 percent, K12 has declined by 6.8
 percent, Higher Education has declined
~ by16.4 percent, Revenue Sharing has
- decfined by 20.7 percent and Human
Services has decfined 24.7 percent.
According to SOS Michigan, the options
for action include reducing costs, shift-
ing costs, changing state spending and
changing and/or increasing revenues.
It's urging lawmakers to be open-
minded about the sofutions a mix.of
which those listed are a “logical and fair
~approach”; o
« Restructure state spending.
* Review government contracts:

+ Close ineffective tax loopholes,

« Increase employee cost sharing.

+ Change to sales tax on services.

« Approve graduated income-fax..
Create incentives for collaboration. -
Those that SOS supports-are;

» New revenue streams for K12,
+ Expanding focal options for revenues. -
.+ School employee benefit changes to
be part of reducing expenses. '
+ Increased colfaboration. :
+ Eliminating/changing tax foopholes.
« Examining State contracting practices.
For more information, visit the S0S
 Michigan website at www.S0Smichigan.
org-orsend an e-maif to SOS chair Tom
White at tomwhite@masb.org. ‘

¢

‘said.

In the end, the audience was
encouraged to be respectful but to

_continue to prod their lawmakers to

make the difficult decisions and be a

- part of the solution.

“You all know we're preaching to
the choir,” DeYoung-Smith said. “You
came out tonight because you're con-
cerned about funding K-12. Were -
asking you to go out and sing about

- it, you need to share this information

with parents and non-parents.”

smason@hometownfife.com | (313) 222-6751

“Some people want to dance hke the stars —
Others just want to be good social dancers

We do it all!




Oakwood run attracts
1,161 runners of all ages

The Oakwood Red October
Run recently reached two
milestones: The event returned
for its 20th year at Oakwood
Annapolis Hospital (OAH)1in
the City of Wayne. It drew its
largest crowd ever - more than
1,100 people.

“We had a fantastic turnout
said Cynthia Cook, Community
Benefit Coordinator for -
Oakwood Healthcare Inc. Cook
brought the event to the com-
munity 20 years ago and has
been the main organizer of it
ever since.

- “We had great participation
from Wayne residents and I'm
really glad to see this event
becoming a real community tra-

‘ Youngsters take off running in the 14 and under portion of the Red October
Run.

‘Rick said: “Pmsurewell doit
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dition,” she added. community.
For the second consecu- again” ~ “The Red October Run is a
tive year, chilly winds and an The top five winners of the great way to engage everybody

intermittent drizzle greeted the
participants, but didnt dampen
the spirits at the event. The final
number of registered partici-
pants was 1,161, according to
Cook. ‘

“It is always a good time,” said
Kevin Sherwood of Royal Oak.
He should know - he’s run in the
race every year since it started,

“It’s well put-together, very
organized,” he said; “The weath-
er wouldn’t keep me away.”

The event featured a 10K -
run, a 5K runorwalkand a 1K
children’s fun run. Oakwood
also provided some free health
screenings and opened nearby
facilities for race participants.

Cook said it attracts experi-
enced runners and beginners
alike.

The race was part of a goal
come true for Rick Rod of
Woodhaven, Rod, 43 and a

- teacher in Detroit, said he real-
ized he needed to get in better
shape earlier this year when
he noticed he tipped the scales
at 305 pounds. He’s since lost
about 60 pounds. The Red

men’s 5K run were Gavin Smith
of Northville (17:05), Victor
Brown of Canton Township
(17:27), Steven Harris of Hazel
Park (17:56), Jacob Finger of
Wayne (17:58) and Ruben Maya
of Westland (18:12). Jacob
Finger, 14, won the top place in
‘the 14 and younger division.

The top five women were
Megan Wilson of Livonia
(22:51), Alexa Keiser of Holly
(22:58), Naomi Toben of Milan
(23:01), Paulette Hoose of
Fenton (23:10) and Kelly Collins
of Newport (23:31).

In the 10K race, the top
five men finishers were
Vince Bechard of Dearborn
(33:52), Matt Sikora of Harper
Woods (37:32), Craig Dolecki
of Redford (37:54), John

Tarkwoski of Northville (38:59)

and Lee Fowler of Vassar.

The top five woinen were
Dani Steinbacher of Ann Arbor
(42:37), Kathryn Tuomi of
Livonia (44:27), Ashley Unger of
Trenton (45:44), Donna Olson
of Canton (45:55) and Nina’
Hundley of Dearborn (46:24).

 teers and the staff at Oakwood

" a great tradition and sort of -

- from kids in the neighborhood
who want to talk to elite run-
ners,” she said. “The success of
the event depends greatly on
the cooperation of the city, the
police department, the volun-

Annapolis Hospital”
Cook agreed.
“The event has also become

“labor of love” for the many
Oakwood Annapolis and
Oakwood Healthcare System
employees and physicians who
out a great deal of work into the
event and give up their Saturday
off to provide the best event
they can for runners, walkers
and families,” she said. “As far
as the city itself goes, I have to
say that it has truly been a plea-
sure working with the Wayne
Police Department and the
Department of Public Works
over the course of these past 20
years. As a longtime runner, I
can assure you that their profes-
sionalism and skill in providing
a well marked and controlled
race course has been second to

r ‘TENDERLOIN
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October Run was his first offi- Lisa Rutledge, director of none.

cial race. He ran with his son, Community Outreach for OHI, “They've simply done an out-
Alex, a cross-country runnerin  said that 20 years after the standing job.”

high school. event started, it still embodies For full results, visit www.

“It was a great experience,” the basic concept of familyand  oakwood.org/redoctoberrun.

REHABILITATION

AND NURSING

When is a nursing facility the right choice?
THAT DEPENDS ON THE SITUATION, ACCORDING TO DR. THOMAS SELZNICK
 As medical director of Four Seasons Rehabilitation and Nursing, Livonia
physician Dr. Thomas Selznick assists patients and families in making -
decisions. Most fimes the choice is obvious for short term
rehabilitation or long term care.

For knee and hip replacements, cardfac surgery, pulmonaryi
diseases, Selznick recommends rehabmta‘ﬂon outside of the
hospital.

Four Seasons utilizes a team approach. Physbicians 4make
rounds 7 days a week. Physical and occupational therapists
work with patients 5-days a week’ ’co ensure a quick return
home.

“Rehab centers are geared for rehab,” said Selznick. “Four
Seasons provides outstanding intemse therapy if patients
don't have the means of caring for themselves at home or -
their spouse is working.”

- The need for long-term care depends on family dynamics.
Is someone able to nurse a mother, father or spouse at home?
- Family support is-a necessity. Nursing aides can help if finances permit.

;.- Four Seasons Rehabilitation
- and Nursing Medical Director -

‘Dr. Thomas Selznick

“There's no place like home,” said Selzmck, *but when that can’t be met
Four Seasons would be their home and treated as it was their home.”

Rehabnma‘uon and nursing centers have changed dramatically since Selznick
 went into practice 25 years ago after a residency at Wayne State University:
Back then, physicians visited patients once a month as required by law.
_ Selznick and Dr. Jerry Wilburn, his partner at Livonia Family Physicians,
changed that practice. About eight years ago they formed Continuum -
- Geriatric. Services and’ recen’dy merged with InPatient Consultants (IPC),
a national hospitalist. .

“It was strictly. nursing. Too many paﬁénts were beihg sent out to the

Quality Care
; iy e - - hospital o be evaluated because they didn’t have that physician i in-house,”
Provided with  said Selmick. “At Four Seasons we can trea’t them site specific. We're
Qfgf! 5!}/ and coming to them instead of them coming to us.” | |
T AL Four Seasons the goal is o prevent readmission into the hospital.
Cﬂrﬁpﬁ%’?@ﬂ b}’f “We've taken the medical aspect of geriatric care to a different level, taken
{}ai‘ﬁfaﬁdiﬁg the trauma of transfemng that pat;ent to a hospital. We make house ca!ts,
where they live.”
Staff

%n&%ause Dialysis Carésac Rehab Res;;sramry "%‘herapy
Secured Memory Care Unit | Short & Long- Term Care |
Madicare and Medacaad Provider | Private Insurance

{)rap in for a Visit Anyt:me,
8365 Newburgh Road | Just South of)oy Road | Westland 48185
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Saturday, Oct. 23, marks the 20th
anniversary of the natiof's largest day of
volunteering. Created by USA WEEKEND
Magazine, Make A Difference Day isan
annual event that falls on the fourth
Saturday in October. The purpose isto
celebrate people helping others. Millions
around the country participate, helping
mitlions more, Corporations, govern-
ment leaders, charitable organizations
and everyday Americans join in this
effort to create lasting impact.

There are serious social problems
that affect our country on a daily basis.
Through volunteering, people can over-
-come differences and work together
to help combat many of our social
problems. By giving our time and energy
to those in need, we invest in the future
of our community and in our country.
The biggest benefit to volunteering is
the feeling of satisfaction knowing that
“one has made a difference in the lives of
others. Other benefits of serving others
include connecting to others and trans-
forming our own fives.

In addition to social benefits, volun-
teering also has many health benefits,
Research has shown that people who -
volunteer have lower mortality rates,
fess depression, and lower rates of ill
ness compared to peaple who do not
volunteer.

To find out more about how to par-
“ticipate in Make A Difference Day this
year, go to www.makeadifferenceday.
com and www.handsonnetwork.org.
or more information on volunteering,
check out "Volunteering: 101 Ways You
Can improve the World and Your Life’ by
Douglas Lawson or “Giving: How Each of
Us Can Change the World" by Bill Clinton
from the Library. Stop by at the refer-
ence desk, call us at (734Y326-6123, or
remotely search our catalog 24 hours a
day at wwwwestlandlibrary.org.

Highlighted Activities

Project SALUTE: Veterans' Legal
Clinic, 1130 a.m. to 130 p.m.

Attention Veterans! Entitled to federal
benefits? Applying for federal benefits?
Fighting for increased federal benefits?
Project SALUTE is & unique project spon-
sored by University of Defroit Mercy Law
School which provides free individual
fegal consultations about your disability
and pension matters. This program is
hosted by Westland Rotary and Westland
Public Library. Bring-your DD Form 214,
recent ratings decisions, and any other
documents which will help in under-
standing and evaluating your federal

Lower Taxes and Less Begulatmn
equals more and better ) DBS'

My Prmrmes

e Propose leglslatlon provndmg tax rehef
. through  rebates and tax cuts

¢ Propose spending cuts to ensure
balanced budgeting

* No vote to earmarks perce;ved to be
nonessentlal =

I Stand By

ane mr
conservalwe Citizen can_dldate

~ for 12th District
Wayne County Commissioner

“12th Districts Wesfland, Livonia & Inkster

hitps://sites.google.com/site/casedwaynecounty2010/ - ,
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid= 105947449468664&amp,ref..ts
Pard for by chhael W, Case

- QE0B717762
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veteran benefit situation. Questions?
Contact the library at (734) 326-6123.
Planning for College - Free

‘resources for parents and students: 7

p.m. Oct. 18, adults and teens
Wondering what to write in your

admissions essay? Nervous about ask-

ing for letters of recommendation? The

" library is here to helpi Learn about free

resources to help you start your college
search. Join us for a review of books
and websites designed to help you find
the right school, put together applica-
tions and master the ACT and SAT tests.
Students and parents welcome! Seating
fimited, sign-up required.

Adult Book Discussion Group: 7 p.m.
Oct.19

Join us as we discuss “Wicked: The
Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the
West” by Gregory Maguire. An astonish-
ingly rich re-creation of the land of 0z,
this book retells the story of Elphaba, the
Wicked Witch of the West, who wasn't so
wicked after all. Taking readers past the
yellow brick road and into a phantasma-
goric world rich with imagination and
allegory, “Wicked" just might change the
reputation of one of the most sinister
characters in literature. Copies of the
book will be available at the Reference -
Desk. All are welcome,

Documentary Movie Night: “Who

* Killed the Electric Car?” 7 p.m. Oct. 20

Join us for a viewing of the documen-
tary film “Who Killed the Electric Car?”
In1996, electric cars began to appear
on roads alf over California. They were
quiet and fast, produced no exhaust and
ran without gasoline. Ten vears later,
these cars were destroyed. This film
investigates the birth and death of the

electric car, as well as the role of renew- -

able energy and sustainable living in the
future. Everyone welcome.

Open Mic with emcee Dave
Boutette: 7 p.m. Oct. 21

Let your muse run wild coffee shop-

- style with singer-songwriter, Dave

‘can, while prov1d1ng services and amenities to make da

: T'Carefree.

walk—out patios available on some units

* Housekeeping & laundry services

¢ Conveniently located near shopping and n‘i‘edic ,

* Gas, water, electric” and heat included

Preparing Your Home to
Sell Quickly!

Tuesday, October 26th
at 6:30 pm

Jon us for an enlightening

w

$1,345*/month
Assisted Living from
$2,995"/month

presentation by Nancy Austin,
senior real estate specialist with

Keller Williams Realty.

Call today!
(734) 237-6094

RSPV by October 24th
(734) 237-6094

Call and schedule a personal tour today and take
~ advantage of our special low monthly rates:

[ndependent Living from -

Make A Difference Day turns 20

Boutette. Wruters poets smgers/rap
pers, bands, performers of afl sorts -
are welcome. Sign up in advance at the -
Reference Desk or just show up ready to
perform!

Friday Night Movie: “City Island,” 7
pm.0Oct. 22

Step by the fibrary every Fnday
evening for a screening of a recently
released movie. This week's movie is,
“Cily Island,” PG-13. The Rizzos, a family
who doesn't share their habits, aspira-
tions and careers with one another, find
their delicate web of lies disturbed by
the arrival of a young ex-con brought
home by the patriarch of the family, who

. Isacorrections officer in real life, and a

hopeful actor in private. No registration
is required. This is an after hours pro-
gram. Library doors open at 6:30 p.m: -
You're Not Out of Options - A Guide
to Your Job Search: 2 p.m. Oct. 23
Facifitated by Preston Banks of
Resume Solution, this workshop will help
attendees uncover skills and passions

. that can lead them fo landing a job. Each

attendee should come to the workshop
with information on the last three iobs
they have held and what their responsi-
bilities were.

Job Seekers Lab: Ham.to1pm.
Tuesdays, 5-8 p.m. Wednesdays and -4
p.m. Fridays. «

Have a question regarding format-

-~ ting your resume, setting up an e-mail-

account, attaching your resume to an
online application, searching for a job,
or any other job-related activity? Stop
by the fibrary, where computers-are set
up specifically for job seekers. A fibrar-
ian will be available to help. Drop in. No
réservation needed.

Drop-in Knitting Nights @ the
Library: 7 p.m. every Wednesday.
Everyone welcome, including crocheters.

Chess Group: 7-8:45 p.m. Thursdays
and 14 p.m. Saturdays. ‘

Like to play chess? Want to get bet-
ter? Come fo the library and play a
couple of games. Bring your own board

.o use one of ours. Novices to Chess.

Masters are all weicome No sign-up

“required.

Computef Classes are offered all year
long. Contact the library at (734 326-
6123 to find out more.

 Information Central was compiled
by Homebound Delivery Coordinator
Andrea Perez. The William P. Faust Public
Library is at 6123 Central City Parkway,
Westland. For more information, call
(734) 326-6123 or go onling to west!and
fibrary. org

A

*Limited time offer. See community for compléte details. **In Assisted Living dnly
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BY LEANNE ROGERS
(OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Veterans needing legal advice
regarding their benefits can get
free assistance at Westland’s
Faust Library Monday as the
Project SALUTE legal clinic
makes a local visit.

The University of Detroit
Mercy Law School provides free
individual legal consultations
for veterans regarding disability
and pension matters through

M's Project SAL
rings help to veter

IE
ans

bring their DD Form 234, recent
ratings decisions and any other
documents which will help in
understanding and evaluating
their federal veteran benefit
situation.

Along with aiding veterans,
Kwik said the program has
another benefit — giving UDM
law students a chance to get
experience by volunteering their
time.

Project SALUTE doesn't
require advance registration

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, October 17, 2010

weey- - AT

County Commission honors Carr, Perles

Michigan-Michigan State |
football was front and center .
in the seat of Wayne County

‘government as football coach-

ing legends Lloyd Carr and
George Perles were honored
with Wayne County Lifetime
Achievement Awards at the
County Commission’s full board

-meeting Oct. 7.

As family, friends, and former
players of both coaches watched,
Wayne County Commissioner
Joe Palamara, D-Grosse Ile, pre-
sented each man with an award
recognizing their Wayne County
roots, their outstanding football
coaching careers and their phi-

' Footbu coaching legends George Perles, Michigan State University (fro

left) and Lloyd Carr, University of Michigan, hold Lifetime Achievement’
Awards presented to them on behalf of the Wayne County Commission by

' 1995-2007, and his 122 wins

there rank him third all-time

.in school history; behind only

Bo Schembechler (194) and
Fielding Yost (165). His teams

" won five Big Ten titles, appeared

in 13 bowl games, and his 1997
squad captured the Natlona,l
Championship, :

Carr mioved to Rlvemew,
a child and played high school -
football there. He coached
football at Belleville High and
Westland John Glenn High
School prior to his time at U-M,
which began in 1980 as an assis-
tant to Schembechler.

Perles was born in Detroit

the Project SALUTE veterans for service but the library is lanthropy and civic involvement. ~ Commissioner Joe Palamara. and was an All-State football .
legal clinie, The visit by the asking veterans to sign up. The Carr was introduced by ‘ , , player at Western High School.
mobile Project SALUTE unitis  program is open to all veterans.  former U-M football player Each coach was also read ence on Saban as being sig- He played three seasons at MSU
being hosted by the libraryand  For more information, call (734)  and current radio analyst Jim a letter written to him by nificant to his successin college  under legendary coach Duffy

football.
Carr was the head foot-
‘ball coach at Michigan from

326-6123. Brandstatter, while Perles was
introduced by the radio voice of

Spartans football, George Blaha.

Westland Rotary.

- “This is the first time we've
had the mobile unit here. A
year ago, we had a professor
who talked'to the commumty
about the project,” said Marilyn
Kwik, library adult services
director. “It took us a year to get
the mobile unit bere — it goes
to different locations.”

Project SALUTE will be
at the library 11:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. in rooms A and B.
Veterans needing assistance
will talk with an intake per-

- son first, then meet with an
attorney. The program is open
to veterans seeking benefits or
having problems with their cur-

~ rent benefits.

“The attorney might not be
able to resolve the issue and .
would need to follow up. We've

. had a really good response from
people signing up,” said Kwik,

It is required that the veterans

University of Alabama head
coach Nick Saban, who cited
both Carr’s and Perles’s influ-

Daugherty. His coaching career
began at MSU in 1959, where he

Irogers@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428 was an assistant through 1970.

' :
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Get a!l your questions answered and learn more about our three new PPO pians and our new HMO
plan with Part D Prescription Drug Coverage.

Registration is required, so call today to reserve yeur spot. Lei: us know if you have special needs or :f
you have any questions. Call us anytime from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week.. :

Plus, watch your mailbox for free Medicare information.

Rebate*

Offer expires 11-30-10

LOCATIONS ALL OVER MicHiGANf’“

(P[uS Up to Alpena Jackson ‘ Saline :

Federal Tax Credit 2 p m., Nov. 18 10:30 a.m., Nov. 8, Nov. 29 and 10 a.m,, Nov. 1, Nov. 29 and Dec:. .'%6

‘ Al peﬂa Library, 211 N 1st Street Dec. 20, Jackson District Library Saline District L;brar ‘

Upto & Cameg;e Branch Auditorium 555 N. Maple Road
@_’f_@. Brighton 244 W Michigan Averue

Wichigen Stergy 2 p.m., Nov. 23; Na m., Dec. 14; | Southgate

ebate 11 a.m., Dec. 29 Kalamazoo 10:30 a m., Oct. 27, Nov. 10,
o Brighton Library, 100 Library Drive | 10:30 a.m,, Nov. 3, Nov. 18, Nov. 24, Dec. 8 and Dec. 22
@lus U