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A nota to our rndors

. Due to unforeseen technical -
problems, we were forced to-

| adjust the format of our classified
advertxsmg sections in today’s

. hewspaper.
" While we made every effort to

-ensure that all classified ads
appeared in today’s paper, some
may have inadvertently been left
out of the paper. A

We apologize for any inconve-

nience this situation may cause
our readers and advertisers.

t

Steve Pope,
H General Manager

TODAY

COMMUNITY LIFE

Helping others: Marvin
Yanke can’t help himself
when it comes to helping
others. As a personal
coach, he helps people liv-
ing their dream./B1

Roadshow to riches:
_ “Antiques Roadshow” on
public TV finds-a varzety

of treasures and surpris-
es./D6

Muslc: Teenagers will be
lining up outside The
Palace of Auburn Hills
and La Boom in Walled
Lake to see their favorite
stars this weekend. /EL

Movies: Find out who
won our Academy Awards
Contest./E1

Satisfaction: Each agent
has his or her own reason
for selling homes. /FA
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ENTERTAINMENT§

}
Girls soccer previews, C1

1

Dec. 20.

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe.homecomm.net

A Westland sex club fueled a new
round of ¢riminal allegations Wednes-
day afternoon as 31 people became the
first defendants to face felony ¢harges.

The club’s accused organizers,
employees and flagrantly sexual

patrons appeared in front of Westland

Servmg the Westland Commumty for 34 years
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A Westland sex club’s orgamzers, employees
and some patrons appeared before Westland
District Court Judge C. Charles Bokos
Wednesday. The club was raided by police on

- ’
District Judge C. Charles Bokas for the

first time since a Dec. 20 police raid
closed down Peaches ‘n’ Cream, 230 S.
Venoy.

Defendants charged in a series of
arraignments Wednesday included
married couples, unmarried pairs and
single people from Westland, Garden
City, Canton, Redford, Taylor and

Plense see SEX, A2
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Sex club suspects go to court
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with your world - -
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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
dclem@oe.homecomm.net

A police raid on a Westland sex
club has decisively affected the lives
of some party-goers, new court pro-
ceedings revealed Monday.

One South Lyon man said he lost
his job and has suffered financially
since he was caught Dec. 20 at

Raid changed many lives

Peaches 'n’ Cream - an Internet-
advertised club where police said
some people engaged in sex acts
while others watched.

A Hendersonville, Tenn., divorced
father of three — caught at the 230
S. Venoy club - hasn’t been able to
completely resume his life in the
Volunteer State due to charges

" Please see RAID, A2
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Easter magic i -

T STAFF PHOTOS BY ToM FAWLEY
Big bunny: Above, -

- the Easter Bunny

. was surrounded

after arriving at the

-~ Westland Shopping

- Center last week-

" end. At far left,

- Matthew Balley, 6,

= (right) of Livonia,

. Yvette Mays (cenfer) -

- of Westland and her

" daughter Natalie

.~ Mays, 4, enjoy the

. magic show. At leﬂ

- Magician Steve =~

- Ryder (right) wor ks

with Kyle Sluder; 4, -
of Westland with a :
hat trtck o

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFP WRITER
delem@oe.homecomm.noet

A masked gunman who robbed a
Westland party store Monday after-
noon may be the same bandit wanted
for a March 13 holdup at a local conve-
nience shop, police said.

Employces gave police similar
descriptions of a white male who wore
a handkerchief or other cloth over his
face.

“It appears that it may be the same
guy,” Westland police Lt. Marc Stobbe
said. ‘
No arrest had been made but the
investigation was continuing, he said
Tuesday allernoon.

The latest holdup occurrvad at 1:23
p.m. Monday when an armed bandit
entered Jerry's party atore on Warren
near Middlebelt, pointed a handgun at
a male clerk and demanded money. a
police report smd.

No shots were fired, and the employ-
ee told police that he gave an undis-
closed amount of money to the robber.
who fled north on a nearby residential
street.

The bandit 1s suspected as the same
man who robbed a Quick Mart on Ann
Arbor Trail near Merriman at 2 p.m
March 13, Stobbe said

In that incident. a masked gunman
escaped with an undisclosed amount of
money and lo‘tery tickets after he used

Schools’
contracts
approved

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
delem@oe homecomm.net

Plunking down $9.6 million, Wayne-
Westland officials Monday made a
gigantic leap toward improving Adams
Middle School and Taft-Galloway Ele-
mentary.

Long-anticipated construction pro-
jects will begin this spring at the two
schools as district officials continue to
implement a voter-approved, $108.3
million bond program.

Adams will be remodeled and
expanded with a new fine arts wing;
Taft-Galloway will be 80 percent
rebuilt and enlarged mth a new addi-
tion.

To jump-start the projects, Wayne-
Westland school board members Mop-
day approved a 21-page packet of bids
that will usher in landmark changes
for the twa schools.

e
HWAYNE-WESTLAND

“These are big projects that you have
approved this evening,” Superinten-
dent Greg Baracy told the seven-mem-
ber board during a meeting.

Adams Middle School is located on
Palmer Road west of Venoy in West.
land. Taft-Galloway is on Gloria Street
north of Annapolis in Wayne.

The latest bids came in about $1.5
million below projections, but school
officials cautioned that it's too early to
celebrate because of pending construc-
tion projects that could chip away at
the savings.

In all, the Adams and Taft-Galloway
projects drew 120 bids for work that
construction manager Bill McCarthy
said should be completed by August
2000.

Officials chose low bidders except in
rare instances where companies didn't
bid properly.

“It was a pleasure to see that many
interested bidders on the projegts.”
MecCarthy told beard members Mon-
day.

The latest bids won the board’s favor
as construction crews continue to work
on earlier-approved bids for renova-

Please see SCHOOLS, A2

Masked gunman hits anWestland party store

a handgun to threaten & female clerk, a
police report sad.

No shots were fired during that
holdup. either. and the gunman tled
the store and was last feen running
toward a strip center on the southeast
carner of Ann Arbor Trail and Merni-
man Road, police said.

The latest description of the suspect
mdicated that he was o white male,-a
hitle over 6 feet tall and 30 to 35 vears

Please see GUNMAN, A2

Wayne Memorial senior wins state Junior Miss title

Courtney Brooke Cagnon, a
senior at Wayne Memorial High
School, has been named Michi-
gan's Junior Miss for 1999,

“I'm really oxcitod about it. It
was really p:ent Cagnon, 17,
said,

It's the sceond year in a row
that the loeal Wayne-Westland
Junior Miss program has pro-
duced a state winner and the
seventh state winner since

Cagnon

Some 22

§rram
T <ach o w Yot

1968. Stephamie Mead, ast year's Wavne Westland
Junior Miss, went on towin the state title far 1998
“That's our geal to get that Miclugan winner,” Pat
Hermatz, co director of the local program. smd
sentor high school girls from throughout
the state of Michiypan competed Saturdavy for the nitle
and more than 39,000 1n cash schotarships and
another $200,000 in college tuition scholarships
Cagnon will recerve a 32500 cash xcholarship and
her chower of tuition scholarships from the state pro

commpetition

tarmed
Musie
pece from
ke telany ous e

grls vou're all winners”

Cagnon was first runner-up at the loeal program
held t November. She went to the state proyrram as
Wavne Memorial's Junjor Miss
sentor at John Glenn High Scheol, represented tlw
local program at the state level as Wavne Westland's
Jrinior Miss

In the talent partion of the propram, Cagnon pet
My Favarite
she had changed her talent program from a

“Fes AMaz”

Hermatz sad

Kristen ¥Fadh,

Things from The Seund of

at the Tast nanute, Hermats

Plense see JUNIOR MISS, A2
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sex from page Al |

Raid from page Al

tiom and additions at Walker- M cre ' citles as far away as Flmt and offers to plead ‘guil_fy to redﬁced pendmgm chhigan charges, in return for fines and
Winter Elementary in Canton . ww MVO - Monroe, - charges. P One Garden City woman's probation.
Township and Roosavelt- v s Just four suspects are actually However, 17 other defendants attorney described her as a hard- Monday’s proceedings also

McGrath Elementary in Wayne.

,Work crews also have complet-

ed various other projects, such as

1mtulhnc new tennis courts and
-running tracks for John Glenn

and: Wayne Memorial senior
- high schools.
O Monday, two parents
- raised questions about whether
their. special education students
would suffer as Adams teachers
pack- up and prepare to move to
another area of the school to
accommodate construction work-
ers.

'Baracy promxsed that students
would receive the attention they
need,

“We’ve taken all necessary
measures to ensure that our stu-
dents will be in a safe environ-
ment,” he said.

Baracy conceded that school
employees, students and parents

other such as

]Imtamn‘ new tennls

courts and

running
'trmmmm

and Wayne Memorial

- senlor hlgh schools.

repairs to schools that suifered
years of neglect, due to previous
budget problems.

The money also will be used to

improve classroom technology at’

each of Wayne-Westland’s 17
elementaries, four middle
schools and two senior highs.

Voters approved the $108.3
million bond issue on Feb. 17,
1998.

Meanwhile, organized labor
activist Cliff Johnson questioned

can,expect some frustrations ! [
while construction projects are officl:‘mls_1\'10111d::jy.0nt lIVhethheE scheduled for an April 16 hear- fogrme {17e x;e¥:g£'anm could have Their decision to accept a plea chargeﬁ. foed all \ ,
in progress. workers involved in the school ing that will determine whether ! .y agreement from Wayne County 8 She fined all nine people ]
“But the wait will be worth it,” PFOJecig\? will be Pﬂlﬁdﬂlc_cordmg to they should stand trial. They f::;d a possible one-year jail prosecutors averted possible jail $360 each. Sered 4 3
he said. prevalling wage guidelines. could face 20-year prison terms " . . time and spared them any other B She ordered them to avoi A
boschoo] officials have sghid the  “If ‘t(ileg‘rﬂih nott,; I,Baraci and $100(,1000 fines if convicted toplf’;li';i8:;3::";:;?1;1?29‘:&3 appearances in court. gxe now-c:l(;:sec}i1 Pealches ’lr:;‘
' responded, “then they’re no _ _ _ oV : ir- OCr t ike it.
m:gepmfﬁ? s“;;g:éloﬁifﬁntg goix?g to be working for u);.” 8‘B'I“:ll::rgeyoun ger Rice wag iosuesof privacy, but authorities tuEH;na%I%%hS:&fga;h;t;go 1:arsnh2naggee§rt£ saectegsid: Zhe
- described by police as the club’s maintain that illegal sex acts g peared in court Monday had  disorderly cases for nearly one
deejay. occurred in public. perfect records. Only one man year and then dismiss them as
Bokos released the Rices and In court Wednesday, Bokos }a4 g minor traffic offense in his long as the defendants stay out
CITY OF WESTLAND Kallabat on $5,000 personal read aloud from documents indi- past. of trouble. 3
ORDINANCE NO. 191-B-6-1 bonds. cating that the club had been in " Qpe man who couldn’t be in “'m puttmg 1t on the shelf, so '

Michigan.

misdemeanor, $500.00, 80 days

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE LOCAL
AMENDMENTS TO THE BUILDING CODE.

Section 1, That Chapter 22, Section 22-32, of the Westland City Code
is hereby amended to provide as follows:

The “BOCA National Building Code, Thirteenth Edition, 1996~ is
amended and revised in the following respects:

Section 101.1 (page 1, second line). Insert: the City of Westland,

Section 112.3.1 (page 6, fourth line), Insert: The appropriate fee
schedule listed in section 46-1 of the Westland City Code.
Section 118.4 (page 6, sixth, seventh and eighth lines). Insert

Section 117.2 (page 6, ﬁﬁ,h lme). Insert: $50.00, $500.00.
Section - 3408.2 (page 320, first line). Insert: March 11, 1999.

Bection 2, That all other provisions of Chapter 22 of the Westland City
. Code shall remain in full force and effect.

The various parts, sections and clauses of

Section 3.
this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence,
. paragraph, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a
“ court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the Ordinance shall not be
. affected therehy.
_ Repeal, All other Ordinances inconsistent with the
_provisions of this Ordinance are, to the extent of such inconsistencies,
hereby repealed.
Section 5. Publication. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to
be published in the manner required by law.

Bection 6. Effective Date, This Ordinance shall become effective
upon publication as required by law.
PATRICIA A. GIBBONS

accused of operating the Inter-
net-advertised sex ¢lub, which

: pohce said had 139 patrons

- when it was raided. The four are

William Michael Rice, 49, his

wife, Elizabeth Ann Rice, 39,
(both of Taylor); their son,
Christopher Avery Rice, 22, of
Westland and Hikmat Asso
Kallabat, 54, of Southfield.

Bokos arraigned the Rices and
Kallabat on two felony charges —
conducting a eriminal enterprise
and keeping a house of prostitu-
tion or ill fame.

“We're not alleging prostitu-
tion,” Westland police Lt. Gary
Sikorski said{ “It's the lewdness
of what occurred there.”

Authorities have said some
patrons engaged in sex acts in a
dance floor area while others
watched.

The Rices and Kallabat plead-
ed not-guilty, and they are

The judge arraigned 10 other
defendants, ranging in age from
22 to 72, on charges stemming
from police accusations that they
worked at the club. Those sus-
pects could face five-year prison
terms and $2,600 fines if convict-
ed of keeping a house of prostitu-
tion or ill fame.

The accused workers pleaded
not-guilty and have been sched-
uled for court hearings on April
16. Bokos also released them on
$5,000 personal bonds.

Prosecuting attorney Thomas
Beck said the club’s operators
and employees didn’t receive any

who appeared in court Wednes-
day accepted offers to plead no
contest to lewd and lascivious
behavior - a misdemeanor

charge reduced from an original

five-year felony charge of gross
indecency.

“For the most part, these indi-
viduals were engaged in oral
sex,” Lt. Sikorski said, although
some were accused of petting
and fondling types of behavior.

“They were not involved in
intercourse,” Sikorski said.

For sentencing purposes,
Bokos treated the misdemeanor
pleas by the 17 defendants as an
acknowledgment of guilt.

The judge dismissed felony
charges against the 17 people
and imposed fines of $360 on
each of them. He advised them
that their records will remain
clean if they stay out of trouble

operation from early October
until the raid was conducted
about 12:30 a.m. Dec. 20.

Police said the sex club had its
hours on Saturday nights into
early Sunday mornings. Polite
said couples paid $35 in admis-
sion while single patrons paid
about $25.

Police also said patrons signed
up for memberships and could
buy drinks, even though the
business had no liquor license.

The leased building used for
the alleged sex club had been
used in the past for purposes
such as bingo and club meetings.

Gunman ;... .o 4:

old.

He was said by one witness to
have a bushy mustache even
though his face was covered with
a gray cloth.

The bandit also wore a gray
sweater or sweatshirt, blue jeans

Anyone who has information

about one or both of the rob-

beries is urged to contact the
Westland Police Department at
722-9600.

Anonymous tips may be made
to Crime Stoppers of Michigan at

working, upstandmg citizen who
got caught in what she thought
was a legal, private party.

One Farmington Hills woman.

indicated that she and her part:

ner shouldn't be considered sex
club regulars.

“Some of the people there had
membership cards, and we did
not have a membership,” she
told Westland 18th Distriot
Judge Gail McKnight.

In all, nine people Monday
ranging in age from 34 to 48
appeared in front of McKnight
for charges of lewd and lascivi-
ous behavior, punishable by a
year in jail.

All nine defendants — among
139 caught at Peaches 'n' Cream
- pleaded no contest to reduced
charges of disorderly conduct, a
misdemeanor that carries a max-
imum 90-day jail term and a
$500 fine.

court Monday was. scheduled for
an April 8 pretrial hearing.

—The latest developments came

about six weeks after dozens of
other sex club-goers pleaded no
contest or guilty to misdemeanor

came as more serious felony
charges loomed this week
against as many as 35 people.

- Authorities have said defen-

dants paid money to go to the
club - a rental hall formerly
used for purposes such as bingo
and club meetings. Some club-
goers were accused of engaging
in sex acts on a dance floor while
others watched.

Police also said liquor was sold
on the premises without a
license. Scores of police officers
raided the club and began mak-
ing arrests about 12:30 a.m. Dec.
20.

Judge McKnight, in response
to the no-contest pleas Monday
from defendants, announced sev-
eral rulings:

B She dropped the one-year
misdemeanors of lewd and las-
civious behavior in return for
pleas on the lesser disorderly

to speak,” McKnight said.

B She advised defendants
that they can legally still say
that they haven't been convicted
of a crime.

] [ ]
Junlor Mlss from page Al

gaid.

Cagnon called her perfor-
mance “kind of like a comedy
routine,” because she used props
such as a stuffed dog and warm
woolen mittens to go along with

the words to the song.

Cagnon also won the presence
and composure segment of the
program.

She is the daughter of William
and Suzanne McFerran of
Wayne. She plans to attend the
University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor after graduation and
study atmospheric, oceanic,
space science engineering.

spent & week in Alpena, where
the state program is held. They
visited Olde Town Alpena,
toured historic Alpena homes,
toured the Jesse Besser Museum
and the Planetarium, and visited
the public safety building to take
mini-courses on self-defense,
first aid and CPR.

Cagnon will now go on to rep-
resent Michigan in the national
televised America’s Junior Miss
Scholarship Program in Mobile,
Ala., at the end of June.

She plans to stay up on cur-
rent events as well as staying fit
in preparation for the national

Adopted: March 15, 1859 .City Clerk and a cap. (800) 831-3111. The Junior Miss contestants program, she said.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the public hearing on the proposed
budget for the City of Westland for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1999
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proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.

» Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to the editor PATRICIA A. GIBBONS

or make general comments to any member of our news staff through £-Mail
via the Internet at the following address:

newsroom®@oeonline.com.

Homeline: 734-953-2020

» Open houses and new developments in your area.
> Free real estate seminar information.
» Current mortgage rates.

Classified After Hours: 734-591-0900

» Place classified ads at your co‘nvenience

Circulation Department: 734- 591-0500

» f you have a questior about home delivery
or if you did not receive your paper, please
call one of our customer service
representatives during the following hours:
Sunday: 8 am - Noon '

Monday through Friday:
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

O&E On-Line

» You can access On-Line with just
about any communications soffware
- PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can:

* Send and receive unlimited e-mail, -
o Access all features of the lntérnet - Telne,
: ,WWWandmorg.
~ # Read electmnic editions of the the
~ Observer & Eccentric nevwspapers.
s Chat with users across (own ot across the
-country.

On Line Hotlme' 734- 953 2266_

)- If you need help, calt the On-Line Hotlme at
- the number above,
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P Order reprints of pictires that have been taken by out stalf photographers
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