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AHEAD

All dolled up: A holzday
doll show will take place
11 a,m. to 5§ p.m. today at
the Plymouth Cultural
Center, 525 Farmer.
Admission is $4 for
adults, $1 for ages 4-12.

Holiday one-acts: An
evening of one-acts,
including “The Long
Christmas Dinner” and
“The Sleep Thief,” will be
4 p.m. today at the Trinity

- House Theatre, 38840 W.
Six Mile Road (and I-275)
in Livonia. (734) 464-
6302.

Court: The 18th Judicial
District Court in West-
land will be closed .
Wednesday, Dec. 24.

Library: The William P,
Faust Public Library of -
Westland will be closed
Wednesday, Dec. 24.

Clty: Westland City offices
are closed Wednesday,
Dec 24,

Ho—ho—ho: Our holiday
paper will feature a letter
from Santa Claus.

CHRISTMAS

Court The 18th Judicial
District Court in West-
land will be closed
Thursday, Dec. 25.

Library: The William P.
Faust Public Library of
Westland will be closed
Thursday, Dec. 25.

City: Westland City offices
are closed Thursday, Dec.
25.

Trash pickup: Trash pick-
up will be delayed one
day with Thursday’s
pickup on Friday and Fri-
day’s pickup on Saturday.

Post office: The U.S.
Postal Service office in
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BY DARRRLL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

John Glenn High School students
arrived for classes Thursday morning
only to learn that John Robert Lee
Anusavage, a popular 11th-grader and
track team member, had died hours
earlier in a tragic car accident.

“We literally had hundreds of kids
who were visibly upset and grieving,”

John Robert Lee Anusavage 8 death at age 17
forced school officials to summon psycholo-
‘gists, social workers and counselors from

across the district to help grieving students

Charlotte Sherman, assistant superin-
-tendent of general education, said. “He

was obviously a very cherished person.”

Anusavage's death at age 17 forced
school officials to summon psycholo-
gists, social workers and counselors
from across the district to help grieving
students cope.

“It's a real tragedy. He was certamly
a very personable young man,” Glenn
principal Neil Thomas said. “Every-
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Frlnds mourn popular en-ager

body that met hlm liked him. Every-
body here is going to miss him a lot.”

Anusavage played football in ninth
and 10th grades and joined the track
team in his junior year.

“He was a good student,” Superinten-
dent Greg Baracy said. “He was a very
well-liked kid.”

Many of Anusavage’s friends left

school after learning that he had died

when the 1989 Mercury Cougar he was

driving slammed into a tree and broke .

into two pieces on Avondale west of
Carlson at 12:44 a.m. Thursday.

“Some chose to go home,” Sherman
said, noting that officials received per-
mission from parents to let students
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leave. _

For those who remained at school,
crisis teams helped them cope with the
startling death of their classmate and
friend.

Anusavage died when he lost control
of his car on a curve on westbound
Avondale near Carlson, Westland
police officer Dan Karrick said.

“Speed was a major contributing fac-
tor,” he said. “There’s no indication
that alcohol was a factor.”

Karrick declined to say how fast

‘Anusavage may have been driving

when the accident occurred in a 25

Please see TEEN, A4
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Holiday happiness

Gift glvlng Santa and his elves, from the Wayne Westland Cred;t Unzon brought stories, gifts and fun to students at Jefferson
Barnes Elementary last week. Kmdergartners Michelle Kunze (léft) and Melissa Robbins eagerly open gifts. Please see page A2.

STAFF thro BY BRYAN Mm‘m:u.

‘Salvation
Army lags

behind goal

The Salvation Army in Westland con-
tinues to lag not only behind its 1997
holiday goal, but also behind the
amount raised at this time last year,
Capt. Mark Welsh said.

As of Thursday, $59,714 of the orga-
nization’s $110,000 goal had been
raised, he said. The amount is less

than the $68,000 that had been raised

this time last year.

The holiday fund-raiser helps the
Salvation Army provide food baskets
for needy families and toys for children
who might not otherwise receive a
Christmas present.

The organization also needs volun-
teers. To help call 722-3660,

| RN o .-

u collected so far:
$89,714

The Samuon Anny ls falling dehind In m
fund-raising sfforts so far this year. They
need your help with money and time. To
find out how you can help, call 7223660,
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* No charges sought

in fatal accident

© " By TONY BRUSCATO

STAFF WRITER

Westland police officials say they are

recommending no charges be filed
against the 16-year-old driver of a car
involved in a Dec. 3 crash which
claimed the life of a Westland teen-
ager. :
Westland police Sgt Pete Brokas
says his department is recommending
to juvenile court authorities that the
case against the Walled Lake high
school student be closed.

“We don’t feel the girl did anything
negligent in the accident,” said Brokas.
“I think several factors cont(rlbuted to
the incident ... including her inexperi-
ence as a dnver weather conditions,
the fact it was dark, and the nature of

the road.

“She made a nnstake in oversteenng
causing her to run off the road,” saiti
Brokas. “It apparently happened a
couple of times as she tried to regam
control of the vehicle. While she may
have made several mistakes, we feel it
was caused more by her inexperience
as a driver than through negligence.”

The Wixom teen was the driver of a
1996 Pontiac Sunfire which crashed
into a ditch along Jay.Road at Ingram,
killing 14-year-old Alycia Madgwick, a
Livonia Franklin High School pompon
member.

Madgwick was the only one of five
people in the car who was not wearing
a seat belt. The other four teens
involved in the crash walked away
from the incident.

Westland will be closed.
WObituerles . A8
B Classified Index o K8
'RealEstate G4
_ Crossword ~ GS
~ dJobs KU
- Home& Service S ‘-L_2
. Autos o LS
lTaste . )
& Health News ) ' C1
n Arts & Leisure 4 n
lSports&Recreation ~ E

Newsroom: 3139832104 |

School officials plan push for bond proposal

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

_Wayne-Westland school officials are planning an
aggressive push to sell a $108 million bond proposal
.that voters will decide Feb. 17.

Officials are preparing for 61 meetings scheduled
through Feb. 14 with groups such as civic orgamza-
tions, parents, school district staff and senior citi-
zens, Superintendent Greg Baracy said.

Even more meetings are likely to emerge as school
officials push for the bond proposal, urged by a citi-
zens' study committee that visited all school build-
ings, Baracy said Thursday morning during an inter-
view,

The bond proposal includes $83 million for school
building repairs and renovations and $26 million for
classroom technology.

Officials attending community meetings plan to
provide as many details as they can about how the

-
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$108 million will be spent, Baracy said.

“We're trymg to be as honest and factual as we pos-
sibly can,” he said. “We're selling the bond issue for
what it is — for the benefit of our children.”

The money is needed for new boilers, carpet, media
centers, ceiling tiles, roofs and many other crucial
répairs, Baracy said.

“It's a shot in the arm that we need,” he said.
“We're a good district, but we need this.”

A citizens’ committee that studied district needs
originally compiled a wish list exceeding $200 mil-
lion, but Baracy said the amount was pared to $108
million in hopes of making it more palatable to vot-
ers.

The district’s last bond issue occurred in 1986 but

i

was only for $12 million - an amount that wasn't
nearly enough even then to pay for building repmrs
and renovations, Baracy said.

“It was a far cry from what was needed,” he said. -

But officials had then hesitated to seek larger bond
issues because voters already paid nearly 50 mills in
property taxes — a taxing level that was dr nmnhcnlly
reduced under 1994’s statewide Proposal A. N

Baracy stressed Thursday that residential property
owners now pay only 6 mills; the bond proposg)
would amount to a 4-mill, 22-year increase, raising to
10 mills the taxing level residents would face for
schools.

Some residents have suggested that the bond pro.
posal may not be needed because of the district’s
rosier financial picture, due to increases in state aid
and a $14 million settlement from the Durant special
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Westland’s new
fire chief named

- i Assistant fire Chief Mark Neal

" anas been chosen by the West-

and Civil Service Commission

to succeed retiring fire chief
ﬁMichael R,eddy

Neal, who is currently the

tassrstant chief of the firefighting
dwnswn, has been with the
Westland Fire Department for
nearly 21 years.
+ The commission chose
between Neal and another assis-
tant chief, Patrick Harder. Both
had taken written tests and oral
bxams for the top post.

‘Reddy, 54, confirmed last
lweek that he w1ll retire Jan. 16
,after a 21 1/2-year career with
the Westland Fire Department.
‘Reddy began his tenure as a
firefighter, taking over the city’s
“top ﬁreﬁghtmg post three years
ago

Bond
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educatlon lawsuit.

* But Baracy said the $14 mil-
“1101'1 isn't a windfall but, rather,
fw111 be paid over 10 or more
:years Mareover, he said, the
‘ state is simply. returnmg money
that shouldn’t have been the
Tocal district's responmbxhty,
‘anyway. .

s -Patricia Brand Wayne West-
gd assistant superintendent of

-

siness, has estimated that the
strict will end its budget year

ﬁext June 30 with a $5.9 mllhon

Bél nce.

,But. local ofﬁcnals have said |

t'he money wouldn’t begin to pay
;for the building repairs and

‘iclassroom technology needs fac-

1ngthe district. - ‘
Moreover, district spendmg
: stm outpaces revenues, despite
‘befter-than-anticipated state
«ifd, and the $5.9 million could
'be gasily depleted, officials said.
jstnct officials face two
,nuijor tasks by Feb. 17.
‘. *. First, they must convince
'chs;nct voters that the $108 mil-
:hon bond issue is needed.
- Secondly, they have to suc-
ceed in drawing voters to the

xpolls

STAF? PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITC}IELL

New coat: Second grader Danielle Woodward loved her new coat. Bonnie
Schramm, one of the coordinators of the event, said, “Somehow it always works
out that the kids who need coats get them. It’s the magic of the Christmas spirit.”

The Jefferson Barns Elemen-
tary School in the Wayne-
Westland school district got a

wvisit from some elves Wednes- -

day.

Santa to read stories to the

* children and bring them glfts B

donated by the credit union’s
members.

For the third year, the credit
union had mitten trees in its

‘lobbies. The mittens represent

each of the nearly 350 children
from the school.

The credit union also takes
money donations from busi-
nesses to do shopping for the
children. Also, books, pencil

. The staff of Wayne-Westland' |
- Federal Credit Union dressed
"up as elves and brought along

cases and activity books were
donated by the Toys R Us com-
pany.

Elfin
magic:
April Lev-
erenz, and
1 the other
~elves,
make their
way
through
the school
delivering

gifts.

The credit union has offices

in Westland and Wayne.
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Santa’s helper: One of the elues Wendy Horton
hands out gifts to the children as Santa looks on.

Presentlng presents: ElfAmy Sherman has her

hands full.
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B Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to
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staff through E-Mail via the Internet at the followmg address:

| Homeline: 313-953-2020

B Current mortgage rates.

B Open houses and new developments in your area.
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Ca$h Ca$ino
Ne‘w Year's Eve

Party!
12 noon-4 am,
Join us at:

986 Ouelolette, Windsor
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& Party Favors ot Midnight!

Enjoy our Buffet for $9.99!
$1 $10 Blackjack

Italian eatery to expand

BY DARRELL CLE\!
STAFF WRITER

Angelo Bros. Restaurant, a
popular Italian eatery in West-
land, will expand to nearly dou-
ble its size in 1998 as owners
mark their 40th year in busi-
ness.

“It’s doing well,” Angelo Tomei
Jdr. said of the family-owned
restaurant on Ford Road
between Wildwood and Venoy.

Angelo Bros. will begin
expanding in spring amid family

H ‘We're hoplng to get
started with the break
of spring.’

Angelo Tomei Jr.

—of Angelo Bros. Restaurant

Council members. approved an
expansion of the Italian eatery
that opened in 1958.

The restaurant will be expand-
ed from its current 4,600 square

The bmldmg, located at 33550
Ford, will be expanded on the
north and west sides, following
Monday’s unanimous council
vote in support of the proposal.

“We’re hoping to get started
with the break of spring,” Tomei
said Tuesday. “I would think the
project will take about three
months to complete, but I'm
guessing. We will be open the
entire time, except maybe for
one or two weeks. Hopefully
everything will go well.”

The site plan calls for mea-
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